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A NOTE ON DATE 
 

 In England, the Julian Calendar (old style) was used until 1752.  In Hooke’s 
time it was ten days behind the Gregorian Calendar (new style) adopted by major 
European countries.  In this paper, the Julian Date is used for events in Britain, and 
the Gregorian Date is used for Continental events.  Where there may be confusion, 
either both dates are written together, as 15/25 [month] 1672, or the date is suffixed 
O.S. (= old style) or N.S. (= new style).  

In the old style, the new year began on 25 March, and dates between 1 January 
and 24 March were sometimes written with both years (as 1671/72).  But for 
simplicity the author omits the earlier date. 
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